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Autograph Letters, 


FROM THE PORTFOLIO OF A BOOKWORM. 


(Continued from No. VIIL., p. 173.) 


Tue next letter, in point of time, bears 
the honored fignature of William Cowper. 
It was written at Wefton, in one of his 
comparatively happy periods, juft as his 
long tafk, the tranflation of Homer, was 
drawing to a clofe; and is addrefled— 


*‘Lapy HeEsketn, 
New NorrFo.k STREET 
GrosvENOR SQUARE 
Lonpon.” 

I fhall not affront the memories of Cow- 
per’s readers by telling them who Lady 
Hefketh was; but Mrs. Bodham being lefs 
known, it may not be amifs to remind them 
that fhe was his coufin, and that it is to her 
they owe one of his moft beautiful poems, 
certainly his moft touching one—On the 
Receipt of my Mother’s Picture. She was 
his favorite coufin in his early days—his 


“deareft Rofe ;” though why he called her, 


Rofe, none of his biographers can imagine, 
her name being Ann. ‘The terrible cloud 
which darkened the firft years of his man- 
hood feems to have broken up their ac- 
quaintance, which was not renewed till the 
winter of 1790, when fhe fent him his 
mother’s portrait from Norfolk, where her 
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hufband had a country feat—Ludham Hall, 
if I remember rightly—to which fhe invited 
him. 
“Tue Lopce 
“« Fune 28. 1790 
“My pearest Coz— 

“I write now merely to tell you that 
the Tea came fafe and is excellent, for 
which you have my beft thanks—and to 
entreat you to fend forthwith either in a 
Bank note or Draft on your own Bank the 
money that you have in hand for me. It 
is the feafon of payment of fervants wages, 
and we are liable alfo, or fhall be fhortly, 
to fome demands of Rent, which will make 
the receipt of faid money very convenient. 

““We proceed much at the ufual rate, 
only Mrs Unwins conftant pain in her fide 
has at laft produced a tumour on that part 
which diftreffles me more than it does her. 
Knowing neither the caufe, nor in what it 
is likely to terminate, I can not but be very 
uneafy about it. It has but lately ap- 
peared; as fhe defcribes it, is of half a 
hand’s breadth in dimenfion, and projects 
to about a hand’s thicknefs. If you fhould 
happen to fee your fkillful apothecary whofe 
name I cannot now recover, but whom Mr 
Rofe confulted, I fhould be glad if you 
would afk his opinion. In the meantime 
I fhall take the firft opportunity to confult 
Mr Gregfon. 








194 


“I expeét to fee fhortly Mrs Bodham 
here and her hufband. If they come, which 
depends on the recovery of a-relation of 
theirs at prefent very much indifpofed, they 
will ftay, I imagine, a parfons’ week, that 
is to fay about a fortnight, and no longer. 
September in the meantime will be ap- 
proaching and will arrive welcome, moft 
welcome to us, becaufe it promifes to bring 
you with it. I dream’d laft night that you 
are at Bath. Your next will inform me 
whether this is true or falfe. My dream 
was owing perhaps merely to your longer 
filence than ufual, for which not knowing 
how to account while I am waking, I en- 
deavoured to folve the difficulty in my 
fleep. 

“* Adieu! Let me hear from thee, and 
believe me, as I know thou do’ft, with Mrs 
Unwins affectionate comp* 

«Ever Thine 
“Wm Cowper 


“The {welling is under the ribs at the 
fide of the ftomach, on the right.” 


The day after he wrote this letter to 
Lady Hefketh, Cowper addreffed a fhort 
epiftle to Mrs. Bodham, in which he ex- 
preffed his obligations to her hufband for 
accepting ‘his invitation to Wefton, and 
promifed to receive him with open arms, 
**becaufe he is your hufband, and loves 
you dearly.” On the 7th of July, he 
wrote Lady Hefketh again, ftill in relation 
to Mrs. Unwin’s diforder: *‘ Mrs Unwin 
has made known her whole cafe to Mr 
Gregfon, whofe opinion of it has been very 
confolatory to me: he fays indeed it is a 
cafe perfectly. out of reach of all phyfical 
aid, but at the fame time not at all danger- 
ous.” 


A round of very red fealing-wax, about 
the fize of an Englifh penny, diftinguifhes 
the next letter, which is addreffed to “‘ Mrs 
Chandler, Gloucefter.” Who .Mrs, Chan- 


Che Philobiblion. 





[ Aug. 


dler was I know not, except that fhe was a 
friend of Maria Edgeworth, whofe running, 
womanly hand gambols merrily over the 
page before me. The Mrs. Day of whom 
fhe {peaks was the widow of Thomas Day, 
the eccentric author of Sandford and Mer- 
ton, who had a fancy for educating young 
girls for the exprefs purpofe of marrying 
him, to which, when old enough to know 
their own inclinations, they were decidedly 
averse. He was killed by a fall from his 
horfe, in the autumn of 1789. ‘* My moth- 
er” was Mr. Edgeworth’s third wife Eliza- 
beth, the fifter of his fecond wife Honoria, 
née Honoria Sneyd, for whom, according 
to Mifs Seward, Major André cherifhed an 
unfortunate attachment. Maria, by-the- 
way, was the daughter of her father’s firft 
wife, Mifs Elers, whom he married in his 
nineteenth year, at Gretna Green, She 
was now in her twenty-fixth year—a light- 
hearted, clever creature, not yet known as 
an authorefs—her firft work, a Treatife on 
Practical Education, written in conjunc- 
tion with her father, appearing in 1798, 


“ March 15th ’92 


** PRINCES PLACE 


“** Tuck up your robes and bufkin foon’ 
for we are all impatient for you to come 
back to us; And if (God help our felfith 
Natures!) It will give you any pleafure to 
know that your friends feel azn in your 
abfence you may enjoy that pleafure— 
The want of your kindnefs & chearful tem- 
per will always be felt by any one who has 
lived with you And it is a comfortable 
thing, Is it not? to be tolerably certain 
that people will feel uncomfortable when 
you go away?— My Mother and Sifters 
defire me to tell you— 

“But firft do you like a compliment 
in profile or in full front-—— I have no ob- 
jection to a full front myfelf And as I 
can’t draw a profile, there are two reafons 
why I muft tell you my mother and fifters 








ons 
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meffage juft as it came frefh from their lips 
or rather frefh from their hearts— 

“*Do tell Mrs Chandler we think her 
‘very agreeable and order her to come 
“back again directly’ So ‘ Tuck up your 
robes and bufkin I re &c 

“My Mother has had a terrible tooth 
ach for feveral days & has been really very 
ill with a feverifh complaint— Lovell I 
think much better than when you faw him 
— But come & look for yourfelf— If I 
tell you everything you’ll have no curiofity 
left— And what’s a woman without cu- 
riofity— Not that I believe our unfortu- 
nate, afperfed Sex have one grain more 
native curiofity in their compofition than 
thofe wife Frowners y’clept Philofophers 
who when their nettle porridge perchance 
be not made to their liking or when fome 
other fad grievance puts them out of con- 
ceit with this world & all that it contains 
turn to us poor Women & fhutting one 
of their auguft eyes, pore with the other 
through a huge Magnifying glafs at our 
faults—pretty fpecks! our faults are at 
worft! if they would but fee them in a 
proper light— 

“We have been with Mrs Day very 
often & I need not tell you are extremely 
pleafed interefted & entertained by her 
converfation— Come you too & let us 
have more Talk as Dr. Johnfon calls it 
who by the by loved Ta/k as well as the 
beft of us— and pray bring Mifs C. with 
you for there is a rumor that fhe will come 
& if you difappoint us Woe be to you !— 
In the meantime tell her I am much 
obliged by her polite letter & much flat- 
tered by the fine things fhe fays— Adieu 
Dear Mrs C: old & young fick and well, 
fad & merry defire to be affectionately re- 
membered to you And amongft the 
merry ones I am & hope long to con- 
tinue 

“truly Yours 
“Maria Epcewortx 
2A 


“*My Father & Mother join with me in 
beft ‘Refpeéts to Mr Chandler—~-” 


This muft faffice as a fpecimen of my 
laft-century MSS. Not that the ftock is 
by any means exhaufted ; for I have, among 
relics, a letter and a fong of Burns’s, a let- 
ter of Charlotte Smith’s, the poetefs, and 
a leaf of Southey’s Foan of Arc, with any 
number of books that belonged to famous 
Englifh authors—Pope, Churchill, Gold- 
fmith, Warton, Mafon, Gray (the Gray is 
fuperb—a large quarto of early Afiatic voy- 
ages, containing between fix and feven hun- 
dred very learned and curious annotations) ; 
of thefe, however, I muft not {peak at pref- 
ent. 

Pafling over letters by Godwin, Gifford, 
Hook, and ‘‘fuch fmall deer,” I come to 
one with a black feal. ‘The wax has not 
taken fharply, but as far as I can make it 
out, it contains the impreflion of fome my- 
thological figure, apparently a Hindoo god- 
defs, rampant on a barge, or boat, with a 
peacock’s tail, and a dagger in her hand. 
Under this black feal is the addrefs : 


“'W. Gopwin; Esg 
112 Great RusseELy str 
Lonpon.” 


The poft-mark is “ Marlow, Nov 19 1816.” 
A few days before (on the gth of Novem- 
ber), the wife of the writer—the poet Shel- 
ley—committed fuicide, by drowning: 
hence the black feal. The Mary men- 
tioned at the clofe was, of courfe, Mary 
Godwin, with whom he was then living, 
and whom he fhortly afterward married 
(December 30th, 1816) : 


“Martow, Wednesday 
morning. 
“*My pear Sir 
“< In the legend of St. Columbanus, we are 
told that he performed a miracle by hang- 
ing his garment on a funbeam. 
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«J, too, have tried to difcover a ray 
of light to faften hope on it. The cafual- 
ties of this world come on like waves one 
fucceeding the other— We may efcape 
the heavy roll of the mighty ocean & be 
wrecked in. the ftill fmooth waters of the 
land-locked bay— We dread the ftorm 
& the hurricane & forget how many have 
perifhed within fight of fhore— Howev- 
er, the human mind may have a natural 
defire to blot out from memory objeéts that 
are hopelefs—oblivion does not always de- 
fcend upon the forrowing fouli— How 
much in every man’s heart dies away un- 
uttered ?—— How many chords of the lyre 
in the poet’s heart have been dumb in the 
world’s ear?— I am bowed down with 
grief—though relieved of part of the load 
which the fad event has brought upon me 
—yet fufficient anxiety remains in my 
mind to give me ample fubjeét for thought 
& forrowful meditation.—With how many 
garlands we can beautify the tomb. If we 
begin betimes we can learn to make the 
profpect of the grave the moft feduétive of 
human vifions—by little & little we hive 
therein all the moft pleafing of our dreams— 
Surely if any fpot in the world be facred, 
it is that in which grief ceafes, and from 
which, if the voice within our hearts mocks 
us not with an everlafting lie, we {pring 
upon the untiring wings of a panglefs & 
feraphic life—thofe whom we loved around 
—our nature, univerfal intelligence; our 
atmofphere, eternal love.— Mary fends 
kiffes—Believe me ever yours 

“P B Suertey.” 


From this mournful rhapfody to the 
light epiftle which follows—or rather frag- 
ment of an epiftle, for I am forry to fay it 
is no more—the tranfition is eafy—merely 
from Shelley to Keats. The firft half of 
the fheet being loft, the date muft be con- 
jeCtured from what remains. I place it in 
December, 1819, or January, 1820, at 
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which time George Keats was in England, 
on a fhort vifit from America, where he 
had left his young wife, to whom the let- 
ter was written: 


“ Friday, 27th. ¥ with you would call 
me names: I deferve them fo much. I 
have only written two fheets for you, to 
carry by George, and thofe I forgot to 
bring to town and have therefore to for- 
ward them to Liverpool. George went 
this morning at 6 o’clock by the Liverpool 
coach. His being on his journey to you, 
prevents my regretting his fhort-ftay. I 
have no news of any fort to tell you, 
Henry is wife-bound in Cambden Town; 
there is no getting him out, I am forry he 
has not a prettier wife: indeed ’tisa fhame : 
fhe is not half a wife. I think I could find 
fome of her relations in Buffon, or Capt" 
Cook’s voyages, or the hierogueglyphics in 
Moor’s Almanack, or upon a Chinefe clock 
door, the fhepherdeffes on her own mantle- 
piece, or in a cruel fampler in which fhe 
may find herfelf worfted, or in a dutch toy 
fhop window, or one of the daughters in 
the ark, or in any picture fhop window. 
As I intend to retire into the country 
where there will be no fort of news, I fhall 
not be able to write you very long letters. 
Befides I am affraid the poftage. comes to 
too much; which till now I have not been 
aware of. 

* * # 


* * 


“*People in milatary bands are generally 
serioufly occupied. None may or can 
laugh at their work but the Kettle Drum, 
Long Drum, Do. Triangle, and Cymbals. 
Thinking you might want a rat catcher I 
put your mother’s old quaker-colour’d cat 
into the top of your bonnet. She’s wi’ 
kitten, fo you may expeét to find a whole 
family. I hope the family will not grow 
too large for its lodging. I fhall fend you 
a clofe written fheet on the firft of next 
month, but for fear of miffing the Liver- 
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pool Poft I muft finifh here. God blefs 
you and your little girl. 
“Your affectionate Brother, 
“‘Joun Keats.” 


(To be continued.) 





Books and Libraries 


IN 
THE MIDDLE AGES. 


Tue intelleétual darknefs of medizval 
centuries has been long a favorite theme for 
popular declamation; and affuredly, if we 
are to accept as a faithful delineation of the 
veritable afpeéts of the paft the picture 
which fome hiftorians have drawn of the 
condition of our forefathers, the men of the 
Middle Ages well merit our grave com- 
miferation. In the fketches which fuch 
writers, fupplying by the vigor of their 
fancy the deficiency refulting from the pov- 
erty of their’ erudition, have prefented for 
our contemplation, books figure as the 
golden apples in the gardens of the Hef- 
perides, few,~precious, and inacceflible ; 
and the maffes of Europe are portrayed in 
their narratives as fteeped in the moft pro- 
found ignorance, and deprived of accefs to 
all means of mental cultivation. According 
to fuch annalifts, the ftudent who, in thofe 
days, fought to add a few volumes to his 
library, was compelled to repair to the 
fcribe with the title-deeds of a hundred 
acres in his pocket, as a fund wherewith to 
fecure this modeft acceffion to his literary 
poffeffions ; fince, if we are to credit their 
averments, a flock of fheep was a {mall 
equivalent to offer in barter for a faintly 
homily or a volume of an old hiftorian, 
and a knight’s fee fcarcely fufficed to pur- 
chafe an illuminated miffal or a copy of the 
Sacred Scriptures. Upon their fhowing, 
fchools for the laity were, in thofe ages, 


Me am. nila se 
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things unheard-of and unknown, and the 
humble wended his way from the cradle to 
the tomb through the gloom of an intel- 
le€tual night, which no kindly hand fought 
to irradiate with the light of learning. 

The examination of the truth of thefe 
allegations poffeffes an intereft and impor- 
tance even beyond that which attaches to 
it as a fimple hiftorical inveftigation. .... 
In eftimating the claims of any age to our 
admiration, we are to confider, not the na- 
ture and extent of the advantages which it 
enjoyed, but the ufe which it made of thofe 
actually in its poffeflion; if the then exift- 
ing facilities for focial and intellectual ad- 
vancement were carefully developed and 
faithfully employed, their paucity confti- 
tutes no valid reafon for withholding the 
meed of our approbation. Thus we are 
not to look for an abundance of books in 
an age of manual tranfcription at all com- 
parable to that which belongs to an age of 
printing-prefies ; all we. are entitled to éx- 
pect is an abundance commenfurate with 
the means which were poffeffed for their 
multiplication. Whether fuch really ex- 
ifted in the Middle Ages is the queftion 
which now remains for our confideration. 

From the provifions of Monaftic Rules, 
which prefcribe the devotion to ftudy of a 
fpecified portion of the time of the reli- 
gious, and contain minute dire¢tions for 
the cuftody and periodical diftribution of 
the books belonging to the community,* 
it is evident that a library conftituted at 
all times an effential adjunct to a Monafte- 
ry; it appears, indeed, to have been gen- 
er:lly one of the firft. things thought of in 
the formation of fuch an eftablifhment, and 
the Monks devoted themfelves with zeal- 
ous energy to the prefervatton and augmen- 
tation of their. literary poffeffions. 

In the narrative of the foundation of a 


* Reg. St. Bened. c. 48, 55. Reg. St. Pa- 
chom. Reg. St. Ifid. Martene de Antiq. Monach. 
Rit. kk ¢.' 72 


Damen _-_— 
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Monaftery by St. Eligius, Bifhop of Noyon, 
in the feventh century, we find it recorded 
that he tranfported thither wagons heavily 
laden with veffels for all purpofes, both of 
wood and brafs, bedding, table-linen, a 
great number of religious books, and all 
other things neceflary for a Monaftery ;* 
Guibert of Nogent, {peaking of ‘the firft 
difciples of St. Bruno, fays, ‘‘ Choofing to 
live in the utmoft poverty, they neverthe- 
lefs colleét a moft rich library ;”+ in the 
Annals of Corby, in Saxony, we are told 
that in 1097 Machwartus made a law that 
every novice fhould on the day of his pro- 
feffion give a ufeful and valuable book to 
the library, and that every Superior of a 
Monattery fubject to his own fhould com- 
pofe a chronicle of his houfe and fend it to 
him to be a memorial to future ages; 
and the renown which the Monafteries had 
acquired for literary wealth in the thirteenth 
century is evidenced by the Bull iffued by 
Pope Innocent IV. in 1246, in which, call- 
ing attention to the poverty of the churches 
of Pruffia and Livonia, which, being infant, 
were _unprovided with the neceflary books, 
he efpecially invited Monks to fend fome 
to them out of their abundance.§ Many 
Abbeys, by reafon of the magnificence of 
their colleétions, attained to pre-eminent 
renown; world-wide was the fame of the 
libraries of Fulda, of Corby, of St. Gall, 
of Gemblours, of Lobbes, of Hirfchau, of 
Lorfch, of St. Emmeran at Ratifbon, of 
Tegernfee, of St. Martin at Spanheim, of 
Ejinfeidlin, of St. Remi at Rheims, of Clu- 
gni, of Gembloux, of St. Benediét fur Loire, 
of St. Victor and St. Germains at Paris, of 
St. Medard at Soiffons, of St. Martin at 
Tours, of Alvelda, of St. Benediét at Saha- 
gun, of St. Paul at Barcelona, of St. Vin- 
cent at Oveido, of Alcobaca, of St. John 


* Vit. S. Elig. ap Dacher. 
+ De Vita Sud. i, ro. 

{ Annal Corb. 

% Voigt. Gefchichte Preufs. ii. 49. 


Spicileg. ii. 76. 
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in Verdara and of the Auguftinian Hermits 
at Padua, of Bobbio, of SS. John and Paul 
at Venice, of La Chiufa, of Monte Caflino, 
of Nonaptula, of Camaldoli, of Squillace, 
of St. Maria Maddalena at Florence, of 
the Francifcans at Cefena, of St. Maria No- 
vella, of Santa Croce, of Pompofa, of Pif- 
cara, and of St. Saviour at Meffina; but 
while thefe and others which might be 
named were efpecially diftinguifhed, every 
Monatftery contained its ftore of intellectual 
treafures, which underwent conftant aug- 
mentation. The moft eminent laymen 
vied with each other in adding to the op- 
ulence of Monaftic libraries. St. Louis left 
his books to be divided between the Fran- 
cifcan and Dominican Orders ; Caffiodorus 
prefented to the Monks of Squillace a large 
colleétion of MSS. which he had gath ered 
together for them at Rome, and to which 
he made many fubfequent additions, and 
gave his own extenfive library to the Mon- 
aftery of Monte Caffino ; Cofmo de Medi- 
cis enriched with noble libraries the Mon- 
afteries of St. Francefco, of St. George at 
Venice, and of St. Bartholomew near Fie- 
fole ; Malalefta Novello of Rimini beftowed 
a fplendid colleétion of books on the Fran- 
cifcans of Cefena; the Archduke Henry 
III. of Bavaria gave a rich library to the 
Abbey of Tegernfee, in which he was wont 
to pafs much time in devout meditation ; 
and records of fuch gifts abound in Monaf- 
tic Chronicles, Thefe donations afford 
proof that large collections of books fome- 
times exifted in the hands of individuals; 
and examples of this, though neceflarily 
limited in number by the circumftances of 
the age, are by no means of rare occur- 
rence. The library of King Charles V. of 
France contained nine hundred volumes ;* 
Frederick II. formed an excellent library ;+ 
King Robert of Sicily, in the fourteenth 
century, poffeffed a large collection of 
* Boivin. Mem. Acad. des Infcript. 
+ Pet. de Vin. 1. iii. Ep. 67. 
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books; of Richard of Bury, Bifhop of Dur- 
ham, in the thirteenth century, it is record- 
ed that, befides having libraries in all his 
palaces, the floor of his common room ufed 
to be fo ftrewn with books, that it was dif- 
ficult to approach him; Rotger, a German 
Bifhop in the tenth century, was accuftomed 
to carry his library with him in his jour- 
neyings;* Odétavianus Praconius, . Arch- 
bifhop of Palermo, not only poffeffed an 
amply furnifhed private library, but had 
always an abundance of books placed in 
the hall of his. palace, that thofe who came 
to tranfact bufinefs with him might not be 
idle while they waited, but might have em- 
ployment for their minds ;¢ when St. Bo- 
niface was attacked and defpoiled by the 
Frieflanders, ‘‘on breaking open his chefts 
they found not gold but books, and in the 
place of filver, which they had expected, 
they difcovered only copies of the Sacred 
Writings ;”{ when Odo, afterward Abbot 
of Clugni, vacated his office of Precentor 
and Schoolmafter of the Cathedral Church 
of St. Martin at Tours, to enter the Priory 
of Beaume, he carried with him his library, 
amounting to a hundred volumes ;§ among 
the various gifts which the Abbot Saba of 
St. Salvator de Scholari prefented to a 
Church which he had built before embra- 
cing the religious life, we find enumerated 
“three hundred beautiful MSS.;”|| and the 
author of the Mérouer du Monde declares 
that in the Caftle of Anthony de Guigius, 
at the foot of the Jura, was a library con- 
taining many beautiful and valuable vol- 
umes.4] Unqueftionably, however, the 
Monatteries poffeffed the greater portion 
of the books which exifted in the Middle 


* Mabillon Aéta SS. Qrd. S. Bened. Sec. v. 
Pref. 3 2. 

+ Sicilia Sacra, i. 203. 

ft Vit. S. Bonifac. ii. 177. 

% Mabillon Act. SS. Ord. S. Bened. 

|| Sicilia Sacra, ii. 1004. y 

{ Gouget Bibliothéque Frangaife, ix: 226. 


vii, 126. 
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Ages; and this, not only becaufe the price 
of MSS., though far from being fo elevated 
as has been fuppofed by fome, was never- 
thelefs fufficiently high to prefent a ferious 
obftacle to their accumulation in any very 
confiderable number by private individuals, 
but alfo becaufe the eminently affociative 
{pirit of thofe ages generated the defire to 
place thefe literary ftores in the pofition in 
which they would conduce moft fully to 


the general utility; men labored in thofe 


days lefs for themfelves than for fociety ; 
and the wealthy nobles and powerful mon- 
archs, whofe opulence had enabled them to 
amais large collections of books, cheerfully 
ceded them to the Monatteries, in which 
their perpetual confervation was better af- 
fured than it could poflibly be while they 
remained in private hands, and in which 
they were freely acceffible to all who de- 
fired to profit by their contents. For the 
Monattic Libraries were in the fulleft fenfe 
of the term Public Libraries; the infcrip- 
tion in the Bibliotheca Marucelliana at 
Florence, “ Publica et maxime pauperum 
utilitate” —roR THE USE OF THE PUBLIC, AND 
ESPECIALLY OF THE POOR—embodies the idea 
which prefided over the formation of fuch 
collections in medizval centuries, when they 
were gathered together, not as objects of 
vanity or difplay, but as a practical means 
of rendering knowledge acceflible to thofe 
whofe poverty prevented them from pof- 
fefling libraries of their own. Not only 
were ftudents permitted to read the books 
in the libraries, but they were alfo fuffered 
to carry them to their own homes; and 
when fome Abbots had difcontinued this 
practice, in confequence of the injury which 
the books occafionally fuftained, the Coun- 
cil of Paris, in 1212, ordered the immedi- 
ate refumption of the ancient cuftom, de- 
claring that the lending of books may juftly 
be reckoned among the moft eminent of 
the works of mercy.* The language of 
* Annales de Phil. Chr. xviii. 450. 
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Richard of Bury, in the thirteenth century, 
admirably reflects the fpirit of the Monks 
and their benefactors, and portrays the 
motives which actuated the eftablifhment 
and augmentation of their literary collec- 
tions, 

“* Moved,” he fays, “‘ by Him who alone 
granteth and perfecteth a good will to man, 
I diligently inquired what among all the 
offices of piety would moft pleafe the Al- 
mighty and moft profit the Church mili 
tant. Then before the eye of my mind 
there came a flock of chofen {cholars, in 
whom God the artificer, and Nature his 
handmaiden, had planted the roots of the 
beft manners and {ciences, but whom pen- 
ury fo oppreffed that thefe fruitful germs 
were dried up, fince, in confequence of 
want, they were watered by no dew in the 
uncultivated foil of youth, fo that their vir- 
tue lay hidden and buried, and the crop 
withered away, and the corn degenerated 
into tares, and they who might have grown 
up into ftrong columns of the Church by 
the capacity of their genius, were obliged 
to renounce the purfuit of learning. What 
can a pious man behold more deplorable? 
What can more excite his compaflion? 
What can more eafily diffolve into warm 
drops a congealed heart? Therefore I con- 
fidered how much it would profit the Chrif- 
tian republic to render affiftance to the poor, 
and to nourifh ftudents, not with the de- 
lights of Sardanapalus, or the riches of Croe- 
fus, but with the modeft provifion of fchol- 
ars. How many have we feen confpicuous 
by no luftre of birth, and no hereditary 
fucceffion, but affifted by the piety of good 
men, who have deferved apoftolic-chairs, 
in which they have ferved the faithful, fub- 
jected the proud, and procured the liberty 
of the Church! Thus the refult of my 
meditation was pity for this obfcure race of 
men, who might render fuch fervice to the 
Church, and a refolution to affift them, not 
only with means for their fubfiftence, but 
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alfo with books for their ftudies.”* The 
Monatftic Libraries belonged, not to the 
Monks alone, but to the People; and the 
demonftration that a Library was an effen- 
tial adjunct to every Monaftery is a proof 
that, not only in large cities, but alfo in 
fmaller towns, and even in villages, there 
exifted in the Middle Ages vaft ftores of 
books, which were to every one as accef- 
fible as if they had been his own, It mat- 
tered little that the price of books was high, 
fince from the religious the fcholar could 
obtain the loan of the moft precious vol- 
ume; and the fimple fact that our anceftors 
declared their libraries to be for the benefit 
of the poor, and inftituted regulations for 
the lending of books to thofe whofe flender 
means prevented them from buying them 
for themfelves, indicates an intellectual eleva- 
tion in the humbler claffes which forms no 
element of the picture which popular hifto- 
rians have fketched of the condition of me- 
dizval fociety. Thefe collections were of 
courfe greatly diverfified in fize; in early 
ages they were probably in general {mall, 
fince we read that in the ninth century the 
Abbey of Croyland poffeffed between feven 
and eight hundred MSS.,f and that of Cen- 
tule not much more than five: hundred ;f 
but at a later period of the medizval epoch, 
many Monatteries contained libraries of 
confiderable magnitude, as might indeed 
be inferred from the dimenfions of the 
apartments deftined to the confervation of 
their books, fuch as that in the Francifcan 
Monaftery at London, which was one hun- 
dred and twenty-nine feet long and thirty- 
one feet broad; or that in the Abbey of 
Wells, which was lighted by twenty-five 
windows on each fide.§ In the Abbey of 
Novalife in Piedmont, there were, in the 


* Ric. de Buri. Philobiblion Proleg. 

+ Ingulf. ap. Gale. Script. v. 

¢ Chron. Cent. ap. Dacher. Spicileg. ii. 311. 
3 Leland. 
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tenth century, fix thoufand volumes ;* the 
library of Clugni is defcribed as rivalling in 
magnificence that of the Emperors at Con- 
ftantinople ;¢ the extent of that of Fulda, 
in which the books were claffified in forty- 
eight divifions, according to their fubjects, 
may be judged from the fact that, from the 
era of its foundation, in the time of the 
Carlovingians, twelve Monks were conftant- 
ly employed in augmenting its contents ;} 
at Spanheim, two thoufand volumes were 
added by Trithemius alone during the 
twenty-three years of his rule ;§ the Abbey 
of Peterborough, in England, poffeffed at an 
early period feventeen hundred volumes ; || 
the Abbey of St. Benedict fur Loire, in 
France, contained five thoufand volumes ; 
Gerbert affirms that in every town in Italy 


- books were to be found in vaft abundance ;4[ 


and an idea may be formed of the number 
of MSS. in the library of St. Salvator de 
Settimo from an incident recorded by Gaf- 
par Jongellinus, who relates that when the 
Monaftery had been on one o¢cafion con- 
verted into a temporary fortrefs, in time of 
war, certain of the Florentine foldiers by 
whom it was occupied, who had fallied out 
againft the enemy, were unable to return, 
the bridge which croffed the moat furround- 
ing the Abbey having broken under their 
weight, but thofe who remained within the 
walls filled up the moat with books taken 
from the library, and thus made a caufe- 
way by which their comrades were enabled 
to regain their quarters in fafety.** No 
Monaftery was deemed complete without 
a large ftore of books. ‘‘A Monaftery 


* Eugen. de Levis Anecdot. Sacr. Pref. xxviii. 

+ Gervaife Vie d’Abeillard. 

tf Ziegelbauer Hift. Lit. Ord. S. Bened. i. 483. 
Brower Antiq. Fuld. 45. 

@ Trithemius Nepiachus. ap. Eccard. 

|| Leland. Marfham. Preface to Dugdale’s Mo- 
nafticon. ‘ 

{ Tirabofchi, iii. 3. 

** Notit. Abb. Ord. Cifterc. 1. vii. 38. 


without a library,” fays Geoffrey, Sub-Prior 
of St. Barbara, in Normandy, in the twelfth 
century, “‘is like a Caftle without an ar- 
mory, for our library is our armory, whence 
we bring forth the fentences of the divine 
law, like fharp arrows to attack the ene- 
my ;”* and John of Salifbury, echoing the 
fame thought, fays, ‘‘ A Cloifter without 
books is like a citadel without arms.”.... 
“*In books,” fays the illuftrious Richard of 
Bury, “‘every one who feeketh wifdom 
findeth it; in books we find the dead as if 
alive; in books we forefee the future; in 
books are manifefted the laws of peace. 
All things elfe fail with time; Saturn ceaf- 
eth not to devour his offspring, and obliv- 
ion covereth the glory of the world; but 
God hath provided a remedy for us in 
books, without which all that were ever 
great had been without a memory. Thiry: 
what convenience of learning there is in 
books; how eafily, how fecurely we may 
lay bare to them without fhame the pov- 
erty of human ignorance. Thefe are the 
matters who inftru¢ct us without rods, with- 
out anger, and without money, If you 
approach, you find them ever wakeful; if 
you interrogate them, they do not hide 
themfelves; if you miftake, they do not 
murmur or laugh. O books! alone liberal 
and making liberal, who give to all who afk, 
and emancipate all who ferve you, the tree 
of life you are, and the river of Paradife 
with which the human intelligence is irri- 
gated and made fruitful. No price ought 
to hinder a man from the purchafe of books, 
unlefs on account of the maliceof the feller, 
or the need of waiting for a more conveni- 
ent time ; for, as wifdom is an infinite treaf- 
ure, the value of books is ineffable. The 
venerable Monks are accuftomed to be fo- 
licitous in regard to books, and to be de- 
lighted in their company as with all riches, 
and thence it is that we find in moft Mon- 


* Martene, Thes. Nov. Anecdot. i, 509. 
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afteries fuch fplendid treafures of erudition, 
fhedding a deleétable light upon the path 
of laics. Oh, that devout labor of their 
hands in writing books, how preferable to 
all Georgic care! Truly the love of books 
is the love of wifdom, and a fenfual or av- 
aricious life cannot be combined with it; 
no man can ferve books and mammon, for 
books reveal God.”* What a flood of 
pleafure rejoices our heart,” fays the fame 
eminent Prelate, “‘ when we are at liberty 
to vifir that Paradife of the world, Paris, 
where the days always feem to us too few 
and too fhort, by reafon of the immenfity 
of our love; for there are: libraries more 
redolent of delight than all the fhops of aro- 
matics; there are the flowering meadows 
of learning, abounding in all books that can 
be found anywhere ; there, indeed, unty- 
ing our purfe-ftrings and opening our treaf- 
ures, we difburfe money with a joyful heart, 
and ranfom with dirt books which are be- 
yond all price.”+ ‘Trithemius expreffes the 
general fentiment of the Monks, when he 
exclaims: ‘* Nothing is pleafanter, nothing 
more delightful than reading; whatever in 
the world is poflible to be known, that 
have I defired to learn;”{ and it appears 
from the narrative of the biographer of Odo 
of Clugni, that the brethren were accuf- 
tomed to carry books with them when jour- 
neying.§ Of fome it is noted that they 
applied themfelves to reading even when 
travelling on horfeback, as is recorded of 


Lambert, Abbot of Lobbes,|| and Haly- 


* Ric. de Buri. Philobiblion, 15. 

+ Ibid. 8. 

} Trithemius Nepiachus ap. Eccard. 

@ Vit. Odon. ap. Mabillon Aéta SS. Ord. S. 
Bened. vii. 756. 

|| ‘¢ Concerning the affiduity and devotion of his 
prayers, the grace of compunétion which he evinced, 
the conftancy of his reading, to which he applied 
himfelf not only at home but even when travelling 
on horfeback or lodging on the road, the fparing- 
nefs of his food and clothing, the love which he 
cherifhed for the Word of God and for the fcience 


nard, Abbot of St. Benign;* and their 
tender love for books is amply evidenced 
by the precautions which they prefcribed 
for their confervation. ‘* With great care,” 
fays Thomas 4 Kempis, “ the library of fa- 
cred books is to be preferved from all de- 
filement of duft, from fire and from damp, 
from thieves and from the perils of war, 
from the corrofion of worms and from all 
ftain and rent of leaves. He is not wor- 
thy to read a facred book who knows not 
how to take care of it, and who negleéts to 
reftore it to its proper place.... > The 
Rule of St. Pachomius directed that none 
fhould leave open the books which they had 
been reading after they had done with them, 
and that all books fhould be returned to the 
librarian every evening, entering into mi- 
nute provifions for their arrangement and 
cuftody.[ The Coutumier de Citeaux, 
{peaking of the intervals of ftudy, fays, ‘ If 
it be neceffary to go anywhere, let the per- 
fon to whom the book was intrufted place 
it back on the fhelf; or, if he wifh to leave 
it on the defk, let him make a fign to the 
brother next to him to take care of it.”§ 
The Rule of St. Ifidore required that all 
the books fhould be returned to the libra- 
rian every evening ;|| the Rule of St. Bene- 
diét is copious and explicit in the direétions 
which it gives for the claffification and care 
of the books, and their protection from lofs 


of the Scriptures, to the ftudy -and collection of 
which he applied himfelf whenever he could find 
opportunity, the fervour of his love for God and 
for his neighbour, which he manifefted in worthy 
works, it would be difficult’ to treat fufficiently.” 
—Fulcuin de Geft. Abb. Lobiens. ap. Dacher. 
Spicileg. vi. vo 

* «The Abbot Halynardus was fo fond of read- 
ing, that even on a journey he often carried a little 
book in his hand, and refrefhed his mind by peru- 
fing it on horfeback.”*—Chron. S. Ben. ap. Dacher. 
Spicileg. ii. 392. 

+ Thomas a Kempis, Doétrinale Juvenum, c. 5. 

{ Reg. S. Pachom. 

$ Martene, de Antiq. Monach. Rit. i. c. 7. 

|| Reg. S. Ifid. 
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or damage;* and Bedarelates that St. 


’ Benedict Bijcop: was moft folicitous to. pro- 


vide before his death for the corifervation of 
the fplendid library which he‘had brought 
from Rome to/England.}: The Monks, in- 
deed, univerfally difplayed their fympathy 
with. the ideas which Richard of Bury ex- 
preffes with regard to the duty of keeping 
watchful guard over thefe ‘monuments of 
intellectual exertion; :** Not alone do we 
ferve God,” he remarks, “‘ by preparing. vol- 
umes of’ new books, but: alfo: by: preferving 
and treating with great care thofe we have 
already. ‘Truly, after. the veftments and 
veffels dedicated to our Lord’s body, facred 
books deferve to be'treated with the high- 
eft reverence, | All negligence in regard to 
books is prohibited by the example of our 
Saviour, for we read that when he had read 
the book which was delivered to hims he 
did not return it to the minifter until he 
had clofed it again with his moft facred 
hands; from which ftudents ought-to take 
example never to: commit the leaft negli- 
gence with regard to books.”"{—L. A. 

BuckincHaM, 

(To be continued.) . 





Crallope's North America, 


North America. By Anthony Trollope. r2mo. 
New York, Harper & Brothets. 1862. 


Mr, Anrnony Troxtorg has written a 
book about the United States. It has been 
the ambition of his literary life—fo he fays 
—to, write fuch a book. | Accordingly,’ he 
is to be, congratulated on having fulfilled 
that ambition. It was not a very lofty 
purpofe, nor has it been accomplifhed. with 
efpecial brilliancy.. But the attainment of 
an object, important or ctherwife, is always 


* Reg. S. Bened. 
Beda, Vit. Abb. Wiremuth., 299. 
Ric. de Buri, Philobiblion, 17. 
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fomething; and doubtlefs:Mr.°Trollope ‘is 
greatly relieved to have got North America 
fafely:'off his) mind. Let ‘him; therefore; 
have ‘congratulation. »“‘Serene vin the ‘cons 
fcioufnels ‘of fatisfied ambition, and fafe be 
neath the fhelter of shis-own vine and: figs 
tree, ‘the good Saint! Anthony” may now 
{mokethe pipe of: peace, quaff the Bricith 
malt of fatisfaction, and “buckle his dyes” 
to the pleafing profpeét of profits. T rulyy 
a delicious confummation. 

‘Mr. 'Trollope’s tour thtough the North- 
ern Svates'and the Canadas occupied ‘about 
fix months. His book, recording ‘the fame, 
occupies about. fix, hundred pages. Both, 
it is evident, were made with extraordinary 
difpatch, In fact, after long repreffion of 
its’ mighty purpofe, the ‘Trollopean’ ambi- 
tion fuddenly burft forth, like rebellious 
beer, ‘and fulfilled itfelf in‘a perem 
manner. ‘The refult is this long, tedious, 
garrilous, commonplace narrative. While, 
therefore, Mr: Trollope is duly’ horiored} 
let his readers. be duly commiferated.’'' He 
has furvived'a'pood deal: they havea good 
deal-to furvive. 

Thirty ‘years ago, Mrs. Frances Trol2 
lope, mother of Anthony, wrote a book 
concerning the American. people, whieh re- 
flected about equal diferedit on their man- 
ners and thofe of the lady herfelf: It ap- 
pears, however, ‘that Mrs, Frances‘ Trol- 
lope, mother of Anthony, did not exhauft 
the fruitful ‘theme: Such, at’ any rate; is 
Anthony’s opinion. ‘‘ She faw with a wo- 
man’s keen eye,” he fays, “‘and defcribed 
with a woman’s light but graphic pen, the 
focial defeés ‘and abfurdities,” etei, etc. It 
is alfo Anthony’s opinion: that his rhamma’s 
book was a good one. ** All that fhe told 
was worth the telling,” he adds, “‘and the 
telling, if done fuccefsfally, was fute to pro- 
duce a good refult.. I amv fatisfied that it 
did fo. But fhe did not regard it as a part 
of her work to dilate on the nature and op- 
eration of thofe political arrangements which 
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had produced the abfurdities which the faw, 
or to explain that though fuch abfurdities 
were the natural: refult, of :thofe arrange- 
ments-in their newnefs, the defects would 
certainly’ pafs away,: while! the: political ar- 
rangements, if good, would remain,” . We 
fhould rather think. fhe did not;, nor, we 
are fain to add, does:-her dutiful Anthony. 
For him, burning in.his mighty mind to do 
up North.America, it was enough to emu- 
late the illuftrious, maternal example. He 
has: not -afpired. td: fupply the deficiencies 
of the! elder, treatife. In faét, the: modeft 
Anthony:feels that it will be 

‘ ; ‘praife enough 

To fill the ambition of a private” 





Trollope, if only he is able ‘to add fome- 
thing to the familiarity of Englifhmen with 
Americans.” Wherefore the Trollope fam- 
ily has afflumed to interpret between the 
United States and, England,...Whether fu- 
ture generations of Americans’ are to..be 
difcuffed by future Trollopes, and whether, 


confidering, the prefent ftate.of feeling in | 


the refpective nations, anybody, will efpe- 
cially admire) the effort. of Anthony, are 
queftions about which opinions, will vary. 
It. may, ,however, be; at, leaft) conjectured 
that the Englifh public’ is. heartily fick of 
books about this country, and of Trollopes 
into’ the-bargain, . (That the American, pub; 
lic, is, cannot be doubted. And naturally. 
Such books are all, alike—fhallow, fuperf- 
cial, tame, fenfelefs, -- Having read'one, you 
have.read all. ©The fame trivialities of ob- 
fervation are ferved up with the fame plati- 
tudes,of thought. The fame weak witti- 
cifms darkly enliven the fame ftupid drived, 
and, the fame Pharifaical  conclufion—“ I 
am holierthan thou”—is finally announced, 
The courfe of the foreign tourift may be 
defcribed in a few words. He travels— 
keeps a diary—publifhes a book—and fo 
writes himfelf down an afs. Mr. Trollope 
is.no exception to the eftablifhed ufage. 


His book is written with vivacity—and that 
is all. As-to numerous, unimportant de- 
tails he is minute, sometimes correét, and 
fometimes amufing. As to a thorough and 
accurate comprehenfion of American char- 
ater, mannérs, focial life, and national at- 
tributes—fuch as would qualify him to 
write intelligibly and ufefully on thofe fub- 
jects—he, exhibits an entire and profound 
deficiency.|. Of certain. perfons, ‘places, 
facts, and events, he {peaks well and truly. 
No man of ordinary ability could, under 
fimilar circumftances, do otherwife. His 
North America. is, however; mainly. no- 
ticeable as a {pecimen of the art of Book- 
Making, the common:and pernicious quack- 
ery of the age. As pictorial of this coun- 
try it is an,utter failure; unlefs, indeed, 
that, merit refides of neceffity in a large 
number of verbofe and commonplace pages. 
Nor is this failure redeemed in the fact that 
the book has been written in a kindly al- 
though a patronizing fpirit toward the 
American people, Witiam. Winter. 





Jarvis the Painter. 
(Philobiblion No. II., p. 46.) 


I wire try to fartith aw anfwer’ to the 
query of your correfpondent ‘‘ B,”, as far 
as I am able, afking his pardon for what- 
ever irrelevant goflip it may contain. The 
late Colonel’ Wilham L. Stone wrote a 
fketch of the life of Jarvis for Grifwold’s 
Biographical’ Annual (12mo, New York, 
1841), which contains fome curious partic- 
ulars that it: may not be amifs to extract, 
as the volume is not of very frequent'oceur- . 
rence, 
|. Joun Wester Jarvis was born in 1780, 
in South-Shields-on-the-T yne,' He was a 
nephew of the founder of Methodifm, with 
whom (on the emigration of his own father 
to America) he refided during feveral years 
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of his infancy. His father fettled in Phila- 
delphia, and. at the age of five years the 
little fon. was removed from the care of his 
uncle and brought to. the United States. 
At ten, by the fuggeftion of Dr. Ruth, he 
was apprenticed to an engraver whofe name 
was Savage, who knew but little of his art, 
and with whom he removed to New York. 
Having learned to draw and engrave from 
Edwin, an: Englifhman employed by Sav- 
age, he carried on the bufinefs for his maf- 
ter after Edwin left him, until he became 
of age—ferving him faithfully in-doors, and 
playing many pranks and tricks fantaftic 
without. Soon after becoming of: age, his 
old inftru€tor, Edwin, invited him to vifit 
the painting-room of Mr. Martin, a portrait- 
painter who was overrun with bufinefs, On 
looking at his pictures, Edwin rerharked 
that Martin was the firft portrait-painter in 
the United States. ~*‘ If that be true,” faid 
Jarvis, “I will be the firft to-morrow, for 
I can paint better pictures|than thefe now.” 
This refolution he carried immediately into 
effect. One of his: earlieft portraits was 
that of Hogg, the comedian, who kept a 
porter-houfe in Naffau treet. 

Jarvis afterward, in connection with an 
affociate, named ,Wood, .became..a minia- 
ture-painter, under the inftrudtion of Mal- 
bone, and invented a procefs of drawing 
profiles upon glafs. The’ outline being 
marked, the other fide of the glafs was 
painted black or gilded with gold» leaf. 
While’ thefe trifles were popular, with the 
aid of a fingle affiftant, Jarvis and‘ Wood 
were enabled at times to divide one hun- 
dred dollars at night. The gold-leaf pro- 
files were in great démand. Jarvis was 
always full of humor, and Wood was, an 
excellent mufician ; .fo that their roonts in 
Park Row were attractive places of refort.! 

After his feparation from Wood, hé had 
a painting-room in Broadway, nearly oppo- 
fite the City Hotel, where he painted well- 
executed profile portraits on Briftol boards 


at five dollars each. At the fame time, he 
painted ‘in oil, or upon ivory; if required: 
His convivial habits did‘not:!prevent him 
from being aftuident in every thing :pertain- 
ing to his art: | About 1807, Sully, was his 
hired affiftant. . Jarvis himfelf {aid it was a 
great fhame that 4 man ‘of Sully’s: genius 
and merit fhould ‘find it neceffary to labor 
as an afhftant to him. . Before: this period, 
however, Jarvis had become eminenv in his 
profeflion, and was even then wont to: pafs 
his winters in the Southern cities, and: his 
fummers only atthe North. Asa humor- 
aft, he was one of the moft lively and en- 
tertaining of men. His fongs: and his fto- 
ries made him ever welcome on convivial 
occafions, and he was everywhere as popu- 
lar as a table-companion as he was eminent 
in his art. 

Soon after the laft. war with England, 
Henry Inman became his pupil, accompanied 
him on his firft vifit to New:Orledns, and a 
moft profitable: vifit. it was. . Jarvis: went 
there pennylefs: in fix months he realized 
fix thoufand dollars, with three thoufand of 
which hé returned to New York: He and 
Inman feparated in 1819. » One of Inman’s 
early paintings was:a cabinet picture of Jar- 
vis, taken in a/flouched ‘and -dilapidated 
ftraw hat. It was a capital hit, and:con+ 
tributed much in giving Inman’ a ftart. 

Jarvis was eccentric in his:manners and 
alfo in his :drefs, almof to comicality. . He 
was prodigal of money, when he had it; 
but in all his habits, bufinefs or otherwife, 
entirely without fyftem or economy. Ev- 
ery thing was in diforder at home! He 
would invite friends to dine with him— 
gentlemen of diftinction from the; South 
— provide the‘ choiceft viands to be found 
in the market, andthe oldeft and: richeft 
wines—-while his table was ‘fet with broken 
forks and tumblers, and. old: and damaged 
crockery. But it: was Jarvis+-and all was 
very well. 


In 1833, while at New Orleans, he was 
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ftticken: by paralyfis. He returned North, 
but fuffered from its.effeés until his death, 
January 16th, 1840. ) 

Colonel Stone fays: “‘ Of religious faith 
or hope, we-prefume:he had none. (Indeed, 
his principles, or rather opinions, if he ever 
thought with fufficient fteadfaftnefs to form 
any, were: in unifon with thofe of Paine, 
Once, it is. faid,! when the late Bifhop 
Moore was fitting to him, the good prelate 
attempted to direct his attention, to facred 
things; but the artift, with facetious irrev- 
erence, cut fhort: the converfation, by fay- 
ing carelefily, and:yet asiif merely giving'a 
direétion for the attention of the fitter— 
* Tur your head the other way—and /hut 
your; mouth /? The effort was not re+ 
peated.” 

Thomas Paine was the companion and 
fellow-lodger of ‘the artift, and they con- 
tinued: friends up to the time of Painé’s 
death... The tales {pread abroad: concern- 
ing ‘the death of the arch-unbeliever, feem 
to: have -exercifed the pencil of ‘Jarvis, as 
they did afterward the “three-man-beetle” 
powers of Cobbett’s pen... The dignitaries 
of the Church were treated with as litle 
ceremony by'the former asthe fmple Qua- 
ker fervant-maid of Elias! Hicks was by the 
Jatter. id: Tnvieys os) aged ws 
The ¢aricaturé mentioned ‘by your cor- 
refpondent was fent: by Colonel. John Fel- 
lows to Richard Carlilej»wvho:in: the poft- 
{cript ‘to the third edition of his Life of 
Paine fays: “I have. juft received, ‘from 
New York, a caricature painting, done’ by 
Mr. Jarvis om the death of Paine.:': The 
obje& is to caricature the conduét of’ the 
different defcription of priefts, and: of ‘the 
Quakers, towards him.” A written fketch 
ef 'the caricature follows. . ei 

-Firft,' Mr. Paine lying dead, with th 
bookCommon) Sense under ‘his’ head «as a 
pillow. |) In-his/right ‘hand is 4 manuféript, 


entitled A Rap on the Knuckles for Fokn - 


Ma/on, from which a tkerch ‘is given. 


The PHilshiblion. 


[ Aug. 


Round his arm is a label or {croll, on which 
is written, An/wer to Bifkop Watfon.- Un- 
der him, as a motto, or epitaph, is written, 
“SA Man ‘who devoted: his whole life to 
the attainment of two objeéts—Rights of 
Man and Freedom of Confcience—had his 
vote denied him when living, and was de- 
nied a grave when dead!” : Then are feen 
five: priefts: "The firft, a Father O'Brian, 
a Roman Catholic prieft and: a: notorious 
drunkard, is painted with a brandy nofe 
and face, apparently in a high ftate of ex- 
citement, kneeling over Mr. Paine, looking 
into his face, and exclaiming, “Oh, you 
ugly, drunken beaft!” In the . middle, 
ftamping on the belly of Paine, isthe faid 
John Mafon, a Prefbyterian prieft, exclaim- 
ing, with: his hand in a preaching attitude: 
“Ah! Tom! ah! Tom! thouw'lt get thy 
frying in hell! they’ll roaft thee like a her- 
ring— " - 8935 
: “They'll put thee in the furnace hot, 
And on thee bar the door: 


- How the devils all will laugh 
To hear thee burft and roar!"’ 


Aiming a kick at his head, ftands a Doc- 
tor Livingftone, a Dutch prieft, and fay- 
ing— ; 

“How are the mighty fallen! 
Right fol de riddle lol,” &c. 


Kicking at his feet, ftands Bifhop Ho- 
bart, finging— 
“Tight fol de rol, let’s dance and fing ; 
', Tom is dead—God, fave the King! 
/The infidel now low doth lay— 
Sing hallelujah—hallelujah !” 


In the background is a church, with a 
faddle acrofs it, and Bifhop Moore is riding 
at with a whip inthis hand. © ri 
‘i A Quaker is ‘alfo feen, with a: fhovel: on 
his fhoulder ; and turning his head, looking 
on’ Paine, fééms to fay, “I'll not bury 
thee.” ; 

In the background is alfo feen a dead 
afs, with five black birds;(crows or ravens) 
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picking and flying about it, as an allegory 
of the front fcenes. 


There is a buft of Paine belonging to 
the New York Hiftorical Society, which 
was modelled in clay by Jarvis. 

Mr. John Allan, the venerable patriarch 
of book-collectors, has among his valuable 
collection of pictures and curiofities a pic- 
ture of the birthplace of his favorite bard, 
Robert Burns, painted for him by Jarvis, 
The execution is good, and does credit to 
the talents of the artift and the tafte of his 
patron. 


De L'Abvs des Nodite; de Gorge. 


Seconde édition, reveue, corrigée, et augmentée ; 
jouxte la Copie imprimée & Bruxelles. Paris, 
chez J. de Laize-de-Brefche, rue St. Jacques, 
devant St. Benoift, a l'Image St. Jofeph. (1 
vol. 12mo, pp. 116.) M.DC.LXXvII. 


Tue authorfhip of this fingular little vol- 
ume is commonly attributed to the eccen- 
tric Abbé Jacques Boileau, a brother of the 
celebrated French fatirift, Nicolas Boileau 
Defpréaux, but on what authority neither 
Barbier nor Brunet has been able to af- 
certain, The work itfelf is a pious diatribe 
againft that voluptuous and oftentatious dif- 
play: of the naked breafts, neck, and fhoul- 
ders, which was fo fafhionable with the 
feverely chafte maids and matrons of the 
courts of Charles II. and Louis XIV. 

The work is divided into two general 
parts, which are fubdivided into. one hun- 
dred and thirteen paragraphs. The firft 
part contains forty-four paragraphs, and the 
fecond fixty-nine. At the end of the vol- 
ume is a curious ‘‘ ORDINANCE OF THE Vi 
cars-GeNnerat or Toutouse (the See bang 
vacant), AGAINST NAKED ARMS, SHOULDERS, 
AND NECKS, AND THE INDECENCY OF MAIDS’ 
AND. WOMEN’S APPAREL.” .This document 
is figned by Sieurs Ciron, Du Four, De La 
Font, Deftopinya, and Secretary Bauveftre. 
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A literal and modeft tranflation of one or 
two paflages in this remarkable Ordinance, 
fhowing the extraordinary zeal and energy 
with which thefe reverend gentlemen re- 
buked the fafhionable ladies of Touloufe, 
will perhaps be amufing to the reader : 


Among all the irregularities and abufes where- 
by the Evil Spirit hath endeavoured, in the firft 
ages of the Church, to corrupt the moral purity of 
the faithful, there hath been none againft which 
the holy Fathers have exercifed their eloquence, 
and fpoken with fo much heat and vigour, as 
againft the vain ornaments and indecent -dreffes 
of maids and women. Thofe fame irregularities 
have defcended to us; and, as if the fucceffion 
had fecured them fome fpecial right and privilege 
to fhow themfelves, they appear with an auda- 
cioufnefs which can be equalled only by the an- 
cient adepts in crime and defilement. We ‘till 
behold Chriftian maids and women, who, forget- 
ting the renunciation they have made in their 
baptifm, before the face of the Church, of all the 
pomps and vanities of Satan, and violating all the 
laws of modefty, do employ their whole addrefs 
and time in bedecking their heads with borrowed 
hair, and in fubtly laying fnares, by the nakednefs 
of their arms, necks, and breafts, to entrap and 
ruin thofe precious fouls whom Jefus Chrift hath 
redeemed by his blood. We fee them with an 
excefs of decoration, and with an immodefty which 
we would condemn even in heathens, appear in 
public in fo fcandalous and fhamelefs a manner, 
that, to judge of their intentions by the lewd lib- 
erty of their wanton and languifhing glances, by 
the form and ftyle of their garments, and by fun- 
dry other vain and bewitching braveries, we mut 
pronounce them exceedingly criminal and impure : 
befides this, according to the opinion of one of the 
holy Fathers, they are as fo many fharp and pier- 
cing fwords that give fpiritual death to the fouls 
of libertines, who are: {mitten and wounded by 
their eyes, and who become the miferable victims 
of defilement and uncleannefs. As this fpirit ac- 
companies them everywhere, they are not content- 
ed (according to the language of a Prophet) to lift 
up the enfign of their proftitutions in the ftreets, 
in the walks, and in other public places, but they 
likewife come, by an infupportable temerity and 
blindnefs, to brave even Jefus Chrift at the feet of 
his altars, and to violate (fo to fpeak) the immu- 
nity of the Church, darting by the nakednefs of 
their arms, necks, and breafts, the fire of an im- 
pure love into the hearts of the faithful who have 
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retired there, as into a fanétuary confecrated to 
prayer and holinefs. \ 

*The very tribunals of penance, which fhould 
be watered with their tears, and the holy table, 
where the food of angels ought: not to be diftrib- 
uted but to thofe who are clothed with the nuptial 
robes of innocence and humility, are fhamelefily 
profaned by thofe pompous enticements of the 
Devil, and by the world’s liveries, which they 
make to triumph over Chriftian modetty. 

“ All thefe diforders, which are but too public, 
joined to the voice of minifters,, whofe complaints 
to us are frequent and loud, will fuffer us no longer 
to remain filent. We have judged it to be fit and 
proper, as well as our bounden duty, to rebuke and 
arreft an evil whichevery day increafes, and gains 
new foothold among us, 

“ For thefe caufes, therefore, and to keep from 
this Diocefs the punifhments with which the’ juf- 
tice of God does commonly chaftife public. fcan- 
dals and the profanation of holy things, we enjoin 
all fecular and,,regular Confeffors, upon pain of 
fufpenfion, to. deny the Sacraments to all thofe 
who prefent themfelves with their arms, necks, 
and fhoulders naked; and to thof¢ vain and light 
perfons who are otherwife clad in a feduétive, un- 
feemly, and unchafte manner. 

“* We referve to our particular felves the abfo- 
lution of thofe individuals who are guilty of this 
abominable public fin and fcandal, as well as of 
thofe who, after the promulgation of this .Ordi- 
nance, fhall wickedly and perverfely continue in 
the practice of fo damnable a cuftom,” &c., &c. 


The firft five paragraphs of the virtuous 
Abbé Boileau’s book being almoft a verbal 
repetition of the Ordinance of the reverend 
gentlemen of Touloufe, we fhall begin our 
felections from it at paragraph v1., giving 
the original text and a literal verfion of 
it: 

VI. 

*¢S*il eft vray, comme on n’en feauroit douter, 
qu’une femme ‘modefte eft également agreable a 
Dieu et aux hommes; il n’eft pas moins certain 
qu'une femme fans modeftie, doit déplaire aux 
hommes. comme elle déplaift & Dieu. Ou pour 
parler le langage de 1’Ecriture, fil eft vray que 
c’eft grace fur grace qu’une’femme modeftement 
veftué, qui donine des marques de fa fainteté par fa 
pudeur, il eft indubitable que c’eft crime fur crime, 
qu'une femme veftué a la mondaine, qui fait douter 
de fon innocence par fa nudité; c’eft. un crime, 
parqu’elle peche contre la pudeur, c’eft un double 


The. Philobiblion. 


[ Aug. 


crime, parcequ’elle fait pecher contre la pureté, et 
qu’en mefme temps qu'elle fe rend coupable, elle 
travaille avec le Demon 4 faire des criminels.” 


“If it be true, and we cannot doubt it, that a 
modeft woman is equally pleafing to God and man, 
it is not lefs certain that a woman without mod- 
efty muft needs difpleafe men as the is herfelf dif- 
pleafing to God. Or, to-fpeak in the language of 
Scripture, if it be true that: it is grace upon grace 
for a woman.to be modeftly clothed, and:to thow 
forth the marks of her holinefs by her decent pu- 
rity, it is, then, unqueftionably a double crime for 
a woman to be clad according to the  fathion of 
this world, and fo bring her innocence into difpute 
through her unfeemly nakednefs ; becaufe fhe her- 
felf not only fins againft fhame, but caufes others 
alfo to fin againft purity, and at the fame time 
that fhe renders herfelf culpable, fhe is laboring 
with the Devil to make them likewife guilty.” 


VII. 


““L’Apoftre Saint Paul avoit préveu tous ces 
maux; et pour y remédier, il ordonna que les 
femmes ne paruffent dans les Eglifes qu’avec des 
habits modeftes, ornées de pudeur et de chafteté, 
non pas d’or et de pierres precieufes, telles ‘que 
doivent eftre des femmes Chreftiennes, dont les 
veftemens mefme font reconnoiftre, la pieté, et 
dont le port et la démarche font une preuve, ou 
du moins une marque de la fainteté de leurs ac- 
tions. Sans doute, les femmes devroient {étu- 
dier & fuivre exactement ce confeil de 1’ Apoftre, 
et les hommes devroient faire leurs efforts pour le 
faire obferver, puifqu’il n’eft pas moins utile aux 
uns qu’aux autres. ' Cependant, les femmes le vio- 
lent fans fcruple, et les hommes le voyent violer 
fans émotion.”’ 


“‘The Apoftle Saint Paul forefaw all thefe 
evils, ‘and, as a remedy againft them, he exhorts 
women not to appear in the churches but in mod- 
eft apparel, with thamefacednefs and fobriety ; not 
with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or coftly ar- 
ray, but (which becometh women profeffing god- 
linefs) clothed in garments in conformity with 
their piety, and to have fuch a carriage and be- 
havior as may be a proof, or at leaft a mark, of the 
holinefs of their ations. Without doubt, women 
ought to ftudy how to follow. exaétly the counfel 
of the Apoftle, and men ought to take care that 
it be obferved, fince itis no lefs profitable to the 
one than to the other. » Neverthelefs, women vio- 
late it without fcruple, and men fee them do fo 
without emotion.” 
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VIIL.,. 1X. 


“Tachons du moins. d’imiter le zele de Saint 
ean Chrifoftome; et fi nous ne pouvens empe- 

icher ce déreglement, efforcons—nous avec luy, de 
faire connoiftre 4 tes femmes quelle eft la gran- 
deur de leur fauge quand elles viennent dans 
l’Eglife avec des habits indecens, et, fi je l’afe 
dire, comme 4 demies nués. Venez-vous dans 
la Maifon de Dieu comme au bal, leur dit ce 
grand homme? Venez-yous dans le Sanctuaire 
pour y faire des conqueftes, et pour y fatisfaire 
voftre fenfualité? Y venez-vous pour attaquer 
Dieu ou les hommes? 

‘¢ Revenez-donc de voftre aveuglement, 6 femmes 
mondaines! efclaves du fiécle, idolatres de la van- 
ité. .Souvenez-vous que Satan eft le Prince du 
monde, et que vous devenez fes fubjectes 4 mefure 
que vous vous conformez aux maximes que le monde 
vous propofe, et que vous fuivez les abus qu’il a 
introduits. Hé quoy! la feule magnificence de vos 
habits, et la feule fuperfluité de vos ornemens, ont 
fait gemir tous les Saints qui en ont efté les té- 
moins: Que diroient-ils maintenant, fils voyoient 
que toute cette pompe n’aboutit pas feulement a 
flatter voftre vanité et voftre orgueil ; mais encore 
a favorifer l’impureté, et dinfpirer A ceux que vous 
regardent des defire illicites, et des penfées fenfu- 
elles. Faut-il faire tant de dépenfe pour couvrir 
fon corps, et cependant le laiffer 4 demy-n!”’ 


‘Let us endeavor at leaft to imitate the zeal of 
Saint John Chryfoftome ; and if we cannot pre- 
vent this diforder, let us {trive with him to make 
thefe women know how enormous their fin is, in 
attending the church, not only in fuch indecent 
garments, but as it were, if 1 may prefume fo to 
{peak, half naked. Do you come into the Houfe 
of God as to a ball? faid that great man to them. 
Do you come.into the Sanctuary to make your 
conquefts, and there to fatisfy your fenfuality? Do 
you come hither to attack God or to feduce men ? 

“Return to yourfelves, O ye blind, worldly 
women! Staves to the age, and worthippers of 
vanity, remember Satan is the Prince of this world, 
and you become his fubjeéts and votaries, fo far as 
you conform to the: maxims which the world pro- 
pofes to you, and follow thofe abufes that he has 
introduced. Alas! how has only the magnificence 
of your apparel, and your fuperfluous ornaments, 
made all the faints figh and groan, who have been 
eye-witneffes of therm! What would they fay 
now, if they faw that all this fplendor which tends 
not only to flatter your vanity and your pride, but 
alfo to countenance luft and impurity, and to in- 
fpire thofe who behold you with illicit defires and 
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fenfual thoughts! Wherefore fhould you be to fo 
lavith expenfe in clothing your bodies, and. yet 
leave them half naked !” 


XXIII. 


“¢ Je fouhaiterois que toutes filles et toutes les 
femmes, fuffent bien perfuadées de, ce qu’a dit S, 
Chryfoftome, et qui a efti juftifié par plufieurs 
hiftoires autentiques, qu’une image et une ftatué 
nué eft le fiege du Diable, elles concluroient de 1a 
que par leurs nuditez elles deviennent non feule- 
ment le fiege, mais le tréne de Satan; que non 
feulement. il repofe fur leur. gorge et fur leurs 
épaules expofées aux yeux des hommes; mais 
qu'il y regne, qu’il y domine, qu'il y triomphe; 
elles connoiftroient que leur corps 4 demy nud 
n’attire pas moins fur elles les Demons que les 
yeux des hommes. Et comme il y a d’ordinaire 
plufieurs hommes qui regardent leur fien, leurs 
épaules et leurs bras nuds, qu'il y a aufli plu- 
fieurs Demons fur chacune de ces parties dont ils 
prenent poffeffion, et dont, pour ainfi parler, ils 
font leur retraite et leur fort. Peut-eftre qu’eftant 
convaincués qu’elles font environnées, affiegdées et 
couvertes de plufieurs de ces monftres, 4 mefure 
qu’elles paroiffent en public, plus ou moins nués; 
peut-eftre, dif-je, que cette idée leur feroit avoir 
une jufte crainte et une fainte horreur de leur nu- 
dité.”” 

“I could with that all maids and women were 
wel] perfuaded of the truth of what Saint Chryf- 
oftome hath faid, and which hath been. juftified 
by many authentic hiftories, namely, that a naked 
image and ftatue is the Devil’s chair; they would 
thence conclude that, by'their nakednefs, they 
become not only the feat but the throne of Satan ; 
that he not only repofes himfelf upon their breafts 
and fhoulders expofed to the view of men, but alfo 
reigns, rules, and triumphs there : they would then 
know that their bodies, almoft half naked, do as 
much allure Devils as they do the eyes of men; 
and as there are commonly many men who will 
behold their breafts, fhoulders, and naked’ arms, 
fo there are alfo many devils enthroned on each 
one of thofe parts, and, if I may fo fpeak, they 
make thete their retreat and their caftle. Poffi- 
bly, being convinced: that they are encompaffed, 
befet, and covered with many of thofé monfters, 
according as they appear in public more or lefs 
naked—poffibly, I fay, that this idea would make 
them have a juft fear and.a holy horror of their 
nakednefs,”” 


The venerable Abbé devotes the entire 
fecond part of his difcourfe to a refutation 
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of thofe vain ‘and frivolous exeufes that 
maids and women were accuftomed to 
urge in defence of the abominable fin and 
immodeft practice of expofing their naked 
bofoms, necks, and fhoulders, to the illicit 
gaze of men.” We fhall feleé& from this 
part feveral remarkable paragraphs, as fpe- 
cimens not only of the Abbé’s logical {ub- 
tlety, but alfo of his fatherly tendernefs in 
rebuking the thoughtlefs votaries of this 
unfeemly fafhion; and at the fame time 
they muft ferve as the concluding portion 
of our brief notice of this extremely quaint 
and curious denunciation of a ftyle of drefs 
not yet totally difcarded by. the fafhionable 
maids and blooming matrons of our own 
halcyon times, 
XLVI. 

“ Aprés avoir examiné les excufes communes 
aux filles et aux femmes qui ont accofitumé d’avoir 
la gorge nué, il eft facile de répondre aux raifons 
que les unes et les autres apportent f{éparément. 
La principale ou platoft l’unique qui foit propre et 
particuliere aux filles, confifte 4 dire que Dieu et 
leur inclination les appellant au mariage, elles 
peuvent innocemment fe fervir de toute leur beau- 
té pour donner de l’amour, et pour engager quelque 
jeune homme ales rechercher; d’autant plus qu’ils 
fe conduifent ordinairement par les fens, et fe pren- 
nant aifément par les yeux.” 


XLVII. 


“Cette raifon feroit peut-eftre recevable dans 
la bouche d’une fille Payenne, qui ne reconnoit 
d'autres Joix que celles de la nature corrompué, et 
d'une religion prophane. Quoy qu’on peut luy 
objeéter avec juftice qu’elle flétrit I*éclat de la 
virginité dont elle fe fait honneur, lorfqu’elle re- 
nonce & la modeftie, qui eft comme la gardienne 
de cette virginité. Quoy qu’on peut luy répon- 
dre qu'elle fe trahit elle-mefme, et qu’elle fait 
tort & fa chafteté par fa beauté propre; puif- 
qu'une vierge ceffe en quelque forte de l'eftre, 
lorfque par fa faute elle peut ne 1’eftre pas, et que 
la nudité de fa gorge qu'elle montre indifferem- 
ment & tout le monde, donne ‘fujet de croire que 
fi elle eft chafte de corps, peut-eftre elle ne ]'eft 
pas d’efprit. Quoy qu’on peut enfin luy repro- 
cher que le trop grand defir qu'elle témoigne d’eftre 
femme, fait prefumer qu'elle n’eft pas entierement 
vierge, et qu’elle f’eft déja donné plufieurs maris 
avant que perfonne fe prefente pour l’eftre.” 
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LX. 


“Ces raifons me paroiffent affez fortes pour 
pouvoir perfuader aux femmes auffi-bien qu’aux 
filles, de couvrir leurs nuditez; il y en a plufieurs 
toutes fois qui ne veulent pas y acquiefcer, et qui 
pretendent qu’elles peuvent fans fcruple découvrir 
leur gorge, fous pretexte que c’eft pour plaire 4 
leurs maris. Uh mary, dit Tertulien, n’ignore 
pas quels font les charmes de fa femme; il 11’a pas 
befoin qu'elle les luy montre & toute heure, et 
peut-eftre mesme doit-il fouhaitter qu’elle ne faffe 
pas voir & tout le monde par la nudité de fon fien, 
ceux qui ne devroient eftre connus, que de luy feul. 
En fecond lieu, fi ce n’eft que pour plaire a fon 
mary quelle découvre fon fien, pourquoy le dé- 
couvre-t-elle ailleurs que devant fon mary? Si les 
femmes fe fouvenoient du confeil que leur donne 
S. Pierre, de travailler la converfion de leurs ma- 
ris par leur modeftie exterieure, et par leur con- 
verfation pure et chafte, pour me fervir de fes 
termes: Elles ne fowhaiteraient pas de fomenter 
les feux de leur concupifcence, paroiffant devant 
eux en habit et en pofture de courtifanes. 

“Si tout ce que j’ay dit ne fuffifoit. pas pour 
prouver que la nudité du fein eft blamable et nuifi- 
ble, et pour répondre aux. excufes qu’apportent les 
filles et les femmes, il ne me feroit pas difficile de 
les convaincre par de nouvelles raifons, et par 
plufieurs autoritez. Mais afin que ce Traité leur 
foit utile fans eftre ennuyeux, il fait finir, et con- 
jurant celles qui fe piquent d”honnefteté et de vertu, 
de prendre garde que par leurs nuditez elles fe con- 
forment fi fort aux courtifanes, qu’il n’y a prefque 
que’ Dieu feul qui puiffe connoiftre la difference 
qui eft entre les’ unes et les autres.” 


Mliscellancons Items. 


AN ANCIENT MANUSCRIPT, 


In the Hiflory of Armenia, by Father 
Michael Chamich, tranflated from the ori- 
ginal Armenian, by Johannes Ardell, may 
be found, on pages 154 and 156, the fol- 
lowing extract: 

“A. D. 1065; ‘Haican Era, 514.—In confe- 
quence of this, a meeting of the clergy was held, 
in the fortrefs of Zamindav, where Gregory Vi- 
kayafer, fon of Gregorius Magiftratus, was elevated 
to the dignity of Pontiff: Gregory was admirably 
fitted for this high office, having from his infancy 
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been engaged in literary purfuits. When young, 
he married, and became much honored by the 
Emperor, who conferred upon him the title o 
Duke; and, on the death of his father, he fuc- 
ceeded him in his government of Mefopotamia. 
Some time after this appointment, he became dif- 
gufted with the world, and relinquifhing his gov- 
ernment, and feparating himfelf from his wife, he 
embraced a monaftic life. His original name was 
Vahram, but on his being ele¢ted Pontiff he af- 
fumed the name of Gregory, to indicate that the 
chair of his anceftor, St. Gregory the Illuminator, 
was re-eftablifhed. He was furnamed Vikayafer 
(Lover of Martyrs) from his having compiled the 
memoirs of the Chriftian martyrs.” 


The original manufcript of Vikayafer’s 
work on the martyrs is extant, and in the 
poffeffion of a Turkifh gentleman, Mr. C. 
Ofcanyan, of this city. Of its authenticity 
there is no doubt whatever. It is in a fine 
ftate of prefervation, and is very handfome. 
The quaint Armenian letters, written in a 
bold, free hand, and difplayed in double 
columns on the venerable parchment pages, 
have a very pleafing effect, which is en- 
hanced by numerous marginal drawings, in 
the old ftyle of illumination. Altogether, 
it is a curious and valuable relic of the paft 
—a voice of the Orient, {peaking to us from 
the diftance of feven centuries. Mr. Of- 
canyan, we believe, propofes to fell this 
MS. ; and we give it the prefent mention 
in the hope that it may attract the regard 
of hiftorical focieties. 





EXTRAORDINARY LOVE-LETTER, 


ApprEssED To A Lapy oF MALDEN, IN 1644. 


“ To the moft chowe Gentlewoman, and 
ornament of her fexe, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Goode, daughter of Sebaftian Goode, 
Efquire, at Malden. 


“Mrs, Evizasetu, 

“IT have long beene an earneft fuitor to 
your honour and deferts, that I might be 
admitted an humble fuitor to your {weete 
felfe; now, after many ftriveings and wrett- 

2c 
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lings, I have almoft prevailed. My next 
fuit is, that your deareft felfe would com- 
ply with your deareft parents’ defires and 
mine: they are moft ready to part with a 
great part of their eftate for your fake, and 
I moft willinge to place all my joyes and 
delights in You alone. Nowe it is, or will 
fodainely be, in your fole power to dath 
and fruftrate, or crowne all my indeavours : 
hereby you will make me a moft happ 
man, and your felfe (I Aope) a no lefle 
happy fpoufe. 

“Well, fweete Mrs, Elizabeth, be not 
afraide to venture on me: as you have a 
moft tender father, and a moft indulgent 
mother, fo lett me, that I think Providence 
kept for you, furnifh you with a very, very 
lovinge hufband. Could you reade my 
moft inmoft thoughts, you would foon an- 
{were love with love. I here promife you, 
and will make good this promife againe 
(when that happy daye comes) on holy 
ground, that I will love and honour you. 

“*Knowe, this is my virgin requeft, the 
firft requeft in earneft that ever came from 
my lippes or pen: my eyes have feene many 
yonge gallants and virgins, but Mrs. Eliza- 
beth is the delight of my eyes. Others of 
your fexe haye been acceptable, and fome 
precious in my eyes; but you, and you 
only, have been, and ftill are, the pearle in 
my eyes. 

“« Amongft all the works of God, I delight 
moft in beholding (the fun excepted) an 
amiable countenance ; and fuch is yours, or 
none in thefe parts of England. Your face 
is a mappe of beauties, your gentle breaft 
a cabinett of vertues, and your whole felfe 
a clufter of all the choifeft delicacies : 
but, in plaine Englifh, not your pleafinge 
afpecte, nor well-featured perfon, nor ad- 
mired excellencies, nor weighty portion, 
faftened my affections on you, but your 
love (of this I have beene long perfuaded) 
to a man (myfelf I mean) fo undeferving it. 

“ As for myfelfe, I am thought worthy 
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of a good wife, though unworthy of you. 
Thefe pretty toyes, called hufbands, are 
fuch rare commodities in this age, that I 
can woe and winne wives by the dozens, 
I know not any gentlewoman in thefe parts, 
but would kiffe a letter from my hands, 
reade it with joye, and then laye it up next 
her hart as a treafure; but I will not trye 
their courtecies, except I find you difcour- 
teous, 

“My laft requeft is this,—take a turne 
in private, then read this letter againe, and 
imagine the penman at your elbow. Next 
laye your hand upon your hart, and refolve 
to faye Amen to my defires, If fo, I fhall 
accept your portion with the left hand, but 
your lovely perfon with the right. Por- 
tions I can have enough to my minde in 
other places, but not a wife to my minde 
in any place of the wide world but at Ma/- 
den, 1 hope, therefore, no place fhall fur- 
nifh you with a hufband but King fone, 
where lives in hope 

“Your moft hearty Friend and Servant, 

“'THomas Bourman. 
‘6 From my Chamber, Dec. 2, 1644.” 


ZQOTOMIA, 


OR, OBSERVATIONS ON THE PRESENT 
MANNERS OF THE ENGLISH; briefly 
anatomizing the Living by the Dead. With 
an Ufefull Deteétion of the Mountebanks of 
both Sexes. By Ricwarp Wuittocx, M.D., 
late Fellow of All Souls Colledge, in Oxford. 
London : Printed by Tho. Roycroft, &c. 1654. 
8vo. (610 pp., with a frontifpiece.) 


Tuis worthy doétor labors to be witty 
and original, till he becomes unintelligible ; 
exprefling a good meaning in terms fo un- 
conneéted and far-fetched, that it is often 
difficult to difcover “his allufions. Yet his 
ftyle and manner of quoting much refemble 
thofe of his contemporary, Burton, in his 
Anatomy of Melancholy, this alfo being an 
Anatomy. 
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Anthony & Wood fays, that “ after the 
Reftoration, he took orders, and obtained a 
living in Kent, from Archbifhop Sheldon, 
where he died about 1674, or after.” 

We give the following extract from this 
rare book, as a fpecimen of the author’s 
ftyle. It is taken from The Teares of the 
Preffe: 


“Now the Caufes of the enormities of the 
Preffe, are either in Writers or Readers. 

‘6, Among writers, firft fome that write to 
eat, as Beggars examine not the vertues of Bene- 
factours, but fuch as they hope or finde able, or 
willing, they ply; be they good or bad, wifeman 
or foole, fo do they beg of any Theme that will 
fell; true or falfe, good or bad, in Rime or Profe, 
and that pitifull or paffable, all is one, Inke muft 
earne Ale and three Penny Ordinary’s; write they 
muft againft Things or Men, (if the fpirit of con- 
tradiction prove faleable,) that they can neither 
mafter nor conquer; {paring neither Bacons, Har- 
veys, Digbys, Brownes, or any the like of Improve- 
ment Colledge, (as I may terme them) though 
(befide fome little fomewhat for the venture) they 
get nothing, but fuch a credit as he did, that fet 
Diana’s Temple on fire to perpetuate his name. 

‘62, A fecond fort are Difcoverers of their Af- 
fe€tions by taking the cudgels on one fide or other, 
and it is come to that now, that authour fcarce 
paffeth that writeth not Controverfies, Ecclefiafti- 
call, Politick, or Philofophicall. Though farre 
better it were for Publick good there were more, 
(deferving the name of Johannes de Indagine) 
progreflive Pioners in the Mines of Knowledge, 
than Controverters of what is found; it would 
leffen the number of Conciliatours which cannot 
themfelves now write, but as engagedly biaffed to 
one fide or other; but thefe are, Defiderata, vereor 
Jemper defideranda, things wanting, and to be de- 
fired (I feare) for ever. 

“Second caufe are Buyers, the Chapman’s van- 
ity and weaknefs of choice, maketh the mart of 
leffe worthy books the bigger. Such is the fate 
of books, of all other ware, the courfer the ware, 
the more the feller getteth by it; examine the 
truth of it at Stationers Hall, and it will too truly 
appeare in thefe latter times, the Bookfeller hath 
got moft by thofe bookes, the buyer hath got the 
leaft, being not only the luck of Rablais his book- 
feller, that was a loofer by his book of fence and 
judgement, but abundantly repaired by that Inge- 
nious Nothing, the Life of Gardgantua, and Pan- 
tagruel, What age ever brought forth more, or 
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brought more printed waffe papers? to reach which, 
is the worft {pending of time, (next the making 
them) and the greater price given for them, and 
farre above their worth, &c. But not to make 
our eyes fore by looking only on the hurt; let us 
turne them on the benefits of the well employed 
Prefs; and we fhall fee it a mint of folid worth, 
the good it hath done, (and yet may do) being in- 
eftimable; it is Truth’s Armory, the Bank of 
Knowledge, and Nurfery of Religion, never fuf- 
fering a want of the fincere Milk of the Word, 
nor Piety’s Practife to be out of Print (and that 
not only in one book) weekly iffuing forth helps 
to doing, as well as knowing our duty. But the 
worth of the ware-houfe will be beft known by 
the wares, which are books, of which fee further 
in my Effay of Books.” 


As our extract has exceeded what we in- 
tended, we will only give the latter part 
of his Effay on Books, which he entitles 
“ The Bef Furniture.” 


“They are for company, the beft friends; in 
doubts, counfellours; in damps, comforters; Time’s 
profpective ; the home travellers fhip or horfe ; the 
bufie man’s beft recreation ; the opiate of idle wea- 
rineffe; the mindes beft ordinary, Nature’s garden, 
and Seed Plot of Immortality. Time {pent (need- 
lefly) from them is confumed, but with them 
twice gained. Time captivated and fnatched from 
thee by incurfions of bufinefs, thefts of vifitants, 
or by thy own carelefneffe loft, is by thefe. re- 
deemed in life, they are the foules, viaticum ; and 
againft death its cordiall.” 

“‘ Bookes are not onely Titles on their Authors 
Monuments, but Epitaphs preferving their Memo- 
ries, be they good, or bad, beyond fhort lived pyra- 
mids, or maufolzan piles of ftone.”—E. R. Poors. 


NOTICE OF DIBDIN BY BARON DE REIF- 
FENBERG. 

Tue following piquant notice of the 
death of the Reverend Thomas Frognall 
Dibdin, by Baron De Reiffenberg, the 
learned editor of the Bulletin du Biblio- 
phile Belge, will perhaps be interefting to 
that peculiar clafs of our readers who are 
unfortunately afflicted with the Dibdin ma- 
ma, Prefuming that all technical ‘ Dib- 
dinites” are not only gentlemen with vivid 
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zfthetic inftinéts, but also of elegant cul- 
ture, and as a matter of courfe read French, 
we fhall fubmit our extract for their perufal 
in that polite and courtly language . 


“Le révérend Frocnatt Drspin n’eft plus! 
quand nous difons révérend, c’eft pour nous con- 
former a l’ufage. Dibdin en effet n’avait rien de 
la gravité de fa profeffion et ne {’en mettait guére 
en peine. Petit vieillard ¢tourdi et viveur, aim- 
ant peut-étre encore plus la bonne chére que les 
livres et fa belle Diane de Poitiers, dont il avait 
fait graver un portrait magnifique, il était criblé 
de dettes, malgre un revenu d’environ 20,000 
francs. Son privilége de chapelain de la cour ne 
pouvait le mettre a l’abri des records que par une 
féqueftration prefque compléte. A la fin de 1842 
il vint en Belgique, od tous les bibliophiles féduits 
par fes fplendides publications, par fa renommée 
et les recommandations preffantes de M. Van de 
Weyer, lui firent I’accueil le plus empreffé. Les 
diners fuccédaient aux diners, les dipldmes aux 
dipldmes. Les fociétés des bibliophiles de Mons 
et de Belgique {*emprefférent de l’admettre dans 
leurs rangs: la réception eut lieu entre des flacons 
de champagne, forte de facre que le docteur fem- 
blait affe@tionner par-deffus tout. Quant aux dif- 
cuffions littéraires et bibliologiques, foit que fa 
veine fat épuifée, foit que fon efprit, rabaiffé par 
les inquiétudes d’une homme aux expédients, efit 
perdu fes plus chers fouvenirs, Dibdin n’y prenait 
point de part. On f{*étonna qu’il n’efit méme pas 
d’avis pofitif dans la fameufe querelle de l’inven- 
tion de l’imprimerie.. En fomme il ne répondit 
pas précifément a l’attente de fes admirateurs; 
l’admiration fit méme place 4 la furprife et quel- 
quefois 4 la mauvaife humeur, car le doéteur pro- 
fitait de l’engouement qu'il avait infpiré d’abord 
pour emprunter, avec l’intertion formelle de ne 
point rendre. Il a enfin rendu fon Ame a Dieu 
qui, nous l’efpérons, l’aura acceptie. C’eft la feule 
dette que ce bibliographe prodigue fe foit peut-étre 
avifé d’acquitter.”’ 


Notes and Queries. 


IMPIOUS BOOKS WRITTEN BY THE 
POET CHRISTOPHER MARLOW. 
Antuony a Woon, in his Athene Oxo- 

nienfis, vol. i. p. 430, quotes from Thomas 


Beard’s Theatre of God’s Fudgments (ch. 
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xxiii.) an account of Chriftopher Marlow, 
the contemporary, or rather immediate pre- 
deceffor of Shakefpeare, in which it is faid 
that Marlow ‘denied God and his Son 
Chrift, and not only in word blafphemed 
the Trinity, but ad/o (as it is credibly re- 
ported) wrote books againtt it, affirming our 
Saviour to be but a deceiver, and Mofes 
but a conjurer and feducer of the people, 
and the Holy Bible to be but vain and idle 
ftories, and all religion but a device of pol- 
icy.” The chapter from which this ac- 
count is taken profeffes to treat On Epicures 
and Athets ; and Warton, in his Hi/lory 
of Englifh Poetry, {ays that ‘ Marlow’s 
{cepticifm, whatever it might be, was con- 
ftrued by the prejudiced and peevifh Puri- 
tans into abfolute Atheifm.” A writer in 
the Monthly Repofitory (vol. ix. p. 118) 
queftions the accuracy of Beard’s account 
of Marlow; and endeavors to fhow that it 
is inconfiftent with itfelf, and therefore 
ought to be taken with fome allowance for 
Puritanical exaggeration. ‘This writer fays : 
“The affertion of Beard that Marlow ‘ de- 
nied God,’ is quite inconfiftent with his 
having ‘blafphemed the Trinity,’ which 
generally means nothing worfe than an af- 
fertion of the divine Unity; and if Mar- 
low ‘ wrote books’ on the fubject, I confefs 
I would gladly recover them. His opinion 
of Mofes might be only that of the late Dr. 
Geddes, which he held, however unac- 
countably, in ftri€t connection with a Chrif- 
tian faith and practice. Marlow’s fuppofed 
invectives againft Chrift, and his dying hor- 
rors, are too much in the ftyle of polemic 
rant to be eafily credited.” 

Now, if Mr. Thomas Beard’s ftatement 
be true that Marlow “‘ wrote books” deny- 
ing the divinity of our Saviour, when were 
thofe books publifhed ? and where may an 
account of them be found? I have fearched 
in vain all the bibliographical works within 
my reach, and I have not been able to dii- 
cover the title of a fingle work written by 
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Marlow in profe. Any bibliographical in- 

formation on this point will be thankfully 

received by Omgca. 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


T. HESHUSIUS. 
(Philobiblion No. VIII, p. 190.) 


Your correfpondent E. C. H. will find 
a very curious and interefting account of 
the Life and Works of 'Tilemannus Hefhu- 
fius in Bayle’s Dictionnaire Hiftorique et 
Critique, tome viii. pages 107-111, edit, 
Paris, 1820, 8vo, and alfo in Jécher’s All- 
gemeines Geleherten Lexicon, vol. ii. pp. 
1568-1570. J. A. 


Meffrs. Puites & Co. have ready for the 
prefs, and are now taking fub{criptions for, 
a reprint of The Paradi/e of Dayntie De- 
vifes. The text of this editicn is taken 
from the reprint of 1810, edited by Sir Ed- 
gerton Brydges. The biographical notes 
have been prepared expreffly for this edi- 
tion, ufing Brydges’ as a bafis, but incor- 
porating much information that has been 
brought to light fince his edition was iffued. 
This edition will be printed in {mall quarto, 
in the beft ftyle of art, upon India paper, 


and is limited to 500 copies, as follows : 


400 on fmall paper, at $2.00 each, 
100 on large paper, at 4.00 each. 


At thefe prices, copies will be furnifhed 
to fubfcribers only ; and as foon as they are 
s{upplied, the prices will be raifed to $2.50 
for the {mall-paper copies, and $5.00 for 
the large-paper copies. Meffrs, Philes & 
Co. propofe to make this reprint of The 
Paradife of Dayntie Devifes the firlt vol- 
ume of a feries of reprints of fcarce collec- 
tions of old Englifh poetry, The next 
volume in the feries will be ‘ EncLanp’s 
HEticon.” 





